The total number of tornadoes reported during 1943 was 136, or 5 less than the annual average number for the 1916-1945 period. The seasonal distribution was soniewhat unusual: in March there were 30, an unusually large number for h k c h , while in May only 34 occurred, 7 less than the avernge number for that month. Three-fourths of the year's total occurred in the 4 months from Rlnrcli to June. Tornadoes occurred in 26 States, all east of the Rocky Mountains, and were especially widespread in June when they were reported in 13 States.
There were 198 deaths, or 39 less than the averagr annual toll caused by tornadoes; about 1,504 people were injured. The number of deaths and injuries was high during April, rspecially on the 12th, when 119 lost their lives and over 800 were injured in Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, and Illinois. No deaths, however, were at,tributed to 17 tornadoes in Iowa and the same number in Kansas during the year.
Property damage for the year was tabulated nt $21,724,-500, about twice the usual destructmion. hlorc than threefourths of this occurred in April and June. Damage was extremely hi h in Illinois, New York, and Oklahoma, with a total foss of $14,880,000 in these three Ftatlcs, or seven-tenths of the total suffered by the entire country.
The first tornadoes of the year occurred on February 12, when a series of 7 struck Mississippi and Alabama. wit8h a loss of 41 lives, 416 injured, and about $2,300,000 property damage. One of these moved northeastward through hlontgomery, Ala., a t about 5 2 2 p. In., with a forward speed of 49 miles per hour, killing 26 persons, injuring 293, nnd causing property damnge estimated at $1,700,000.
March was notable for the severe tornado which occurrcd in Indiana, crossing east-riorthcast~:~rcl across Posey, Vanderburg, Warrick, and Dubois Counties from 3 to 4 a. m. of the 17th.
The A number of tornadoes were assoc.iated with hurricanes. A smnll tornado occurred nmr LaBelle, Fla., on June 23, a t the time t'he Gulf hurricane of June 20-27 was crossing t8he Florida peninsula. On A4ugust 27, the hurricane that lashed the Tesas coast from August 34-29 was located tLbout 60 miles southwest of Houston; a toimado moving from southeast to northwest along a pat'li about 75 yards wide struck the earth several times in a distance of a.bout 22 miles, hitting the northern outskirts of Houston about 11:20 p. m. On September 17, a t 7:30 a. m., a tornado struck Gourdin, S. C., 75 miles north-northeast of the center of the hurricane which was moving inland between Charleston a.nd Savannah on that, date.
Tornadoes that occurred during 1945 are summarized in Table 1 ; it shows the approximate monthly and annusl number of tornadoes and the deaths, injuries, and property damage. cause,d by them in the several States and the country as a whole. Material was de,rived from data on "Severe Local Storms" appearing in the MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW and in monthly CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA of the various sections of the United St8ates. A final and more complete report will appear in the UNITED STATES METEOROLOGICAL YEARBOOK, 1945.
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